Paper Guidelines for Island Beneath the Sea
Paper Length: 5pgs double-spaced
Deadline: Friday 26th @ 11:59pm eastern

Purpose:
Historical novels are a great way to engage with course material. Allende herself is from the Caribbean, and while she is not a historian by trade, she writes historically themed novels that often fall within the magical realism genre. She does incredible research and her books often take years to write, but she also takes some poetic licensing with events and her characters. To me, historical fiction takes a topic and makes it more engaging, but it also helps us to unpack complicated and sensitive topics while helping us see how those topics could impact everyday life in a way that a textbook can't.  
Task:
Rather than write a traditional book review, I'd like you to do the following:
1. First, give a brief summary of Island Beneath the Sea by Isabel Allende (that is no more than 4 paragraphs in length).
2. Next, I'd like you to turn to the themes of the novel and discuss how they directly relate to the themes of the course.  Choose and discuss two themes from the course that you see running through the novel and discuss how they directly intersect. Take at least 2 pages.
3. For your final pages, I'd like you to select a quote from the novel and interpret it. Make sure you cite the page and provide the direct quote in this section of your paper. Discuss why the quote resonates with you in at least one page.
4. Finally, discuss the effectiveness of historical fiction in at least one paragraph, but no more than a page. Do you feel that this is an effective way to present history?  You can take a student and/or reader perspective. Also, feel free to focus on whether or not you feel that Allende is an effective storyteller? Be sure to give an example here to prove your point.
5. If we were in a face to face discussion, I'd give students the opportunity to vent about the book, so feel free to do that in the paper as well. Think critically about it and speak critically. Just provide examples from the story as to why. Feel free to take a couple of paragraphs at the end of your paper.
Further Essay Guidelines:
Please limit your discussion to the materials presented in this class and Allende's book. Web research is not allowed.  Turnitin is attached to the Assignment Dropbox.
You will be graded on paper length, style, and grammar, as well as how well you support your argument.  I'm looking for well-written, persuasive, and detailed discussions that provide good evidentiary support of the argument.  Furthermore, points will be deducted for improperly cited sources, so be sure you follow the proper format to the last period. I use a rubric to grade papers, and I'll provide that with your grade.
Late and/or email submissions will not be accepted.
Also, be mindful of plagiarism—make sure the work is in your own words. Please cite in-text after paraphrased and/or direct quotations from Island Beneath the Sea or the course materials. (Allende, pg) is sufficient.
You can argue whatever you like.  Just be sure to support it with detailed examples and evidence.


Themes so far discussed in the class
· Identities, Histories and the Birth of a field
· Africa and The African Diaspora
· Freedom Songs

**THE CLASS IS INTRO TO AFRICANA STUDIES**
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How It Will Be Graded
Honestly, it's a lot like your class discussions, but just longer and focused on a book instead of unit readings. Say what you like and argue what you like. I'm looking for well-written, persuasive, and detailed discussions that think critically about the novel, provide good evidentiary support of the argument, and cite paraphrased and/or directly quoted material. I'm also cool with informal papers, and feel free to use first-person. Just be sure to use correct grammar, specific details, and citations and we are good.
A Note About Citations
I get asked about citations a lot, so let me just add something on that here too.
· Footnotes or parenthetical references are fine, and you can use any style that you like.
· Make sure you cite paraphrased and directly quoted material in text. When in doubt, cite.
· (Allende, pg) at the end of a sentence works and if you are just doing the book, then no works cited. If you are citing more sources, then add a Works Cited page so I can match things up.
· Do not do outside research for this paper.  Everything you need is included in the novel and the course materials, and also in your brain!
· What is Plagiarism and How to Avoid It:  Read this and please write the paper in your own words.
· Turnitin is active for the assignment dropbox.


